
Subject Long Term Plan

Subject Purpose: To create well rounded individuals who ....
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Functions of the family Family diversity Roles in the family Childhood Demography Research Methods
Theory and review

Year 12 
Teacher 1

Introduction 
to 

sociological 
concepts.

Functionalist 
theory of the 

family.

Marxist 
theory of the 

family.

Feminism & 
Postmoderni
st view of the 

family.

Comparing 
and 

contrasting 
theories of 
the family.

Divorce rates 
and reasons 

for their 
increases.

Marriage 
rates and 

reasons for 
their 

decrease.

Pupils will know:
• Different sociological explanations for the functions of the family. 
• Comparisons between the different explanations for the functions of the family. 
• Sociological explanations for the increase in divorce rates.
• Sociological explanations for the decrease in marriage rates 
• Sociological perspectives on marriage and divorce rates. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Describe and evaluate the different sociological theories of the family.
• Make comparisons between the different theories of the family. 
• Explain the reasons for changes in divorce rates using statistics. 
• Explain the reasons for changes in divorce rates using statistics. 
• Discuss and outline the sociological perspectives on marriage and divorce rates.

Increase in 
family types 

- e.g lone 
parent, 

cohabitation
.

Sociological views on 
whether the nuclear 

family is in decline.

Consolidatio
n of the 
family 

diversity 
topic and 
exam skill 
practice.

Functionalis
t views on 
roles in the 

family - 
Parsons, 
Young & 

Wilmott's 
Symmetrical 

Family.

Feminist views on 
the role of the 

family and impact 
on paid work.

Decision 
making in 
the home 

and 
domestic 
violence.

Consolidatio
n of roles in 
the family 

topic.

Pupils will know:
• How different family types have increased due to changes in marriage and divorce.
•  The debate on whether the nuclear family is in decline. 
• The functionalist theory on roles in the family. 
• The feminist theory on roles in the family. 
• The impact of paid work upon role within the family. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Explain the effects of marriage and divorce on family structures.
• Debate whether the nuclear family is in decline, referencing sociological arguments.
• Discuss the functionalist theory on roles in the family. 
• Discuss the feminist theory on roles in the family with reference to power.
• Discuss the impact of paid work upon the roles within the family.  

Historical 
differences 

in 
childhood. 

The future 
of 

childhood. 

March of 
progress vs 

conflict 
view of 

childhood. 

Consolidate 
learning on 
childhood 

topic. 

Recap, 
review, 

consolidate 
and apply. 

Introductio
n to 

demograph
y - Birth 

rates and 
death rates. 

Demograp
hy - Ageing 
population.

Demograp
hy - 

Migration 
patterns. 

Pupils will know:
• The historical differences in childhood. 
• The opposing arguments for the future of childhood. 
• The March of progress vs The Conflict view of childhood.  
• How demography in society has changed. 
• The reasons for the changes in demographic patterns. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Explain the historical changes in childhood by comparing childhood across time/situation. 
• Debate what the future of childhood will look like. 
• Outline and explain the M.O.P and conflict view of childhood, referring to key sociologists.
• Describe the demographic patterns in society using statistics.  
• Assess the impact of a changing population on society. 

Consolidatio
n of 

Demography 
topic. 

Family 
policies. 

Establishing 
synoptic 

links 
between 
Families 
topics. 

Introduction 
to Research 
Methods - 

Types of data 
and PET.

Questionnair
es Interviews Secondary 

Documents

Pupils will know:
• The policies that have been introduced into society and how they affect the family. 
• What the different Sociological theories say about society. 
• The three considerations that sociologists make when planning research. 
• The use of questionnaires, interviews and secondary sources. 
• The strengths and limitations of the above research methods. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Describe the policies that impact the family and assess the impact of these. 
• Apply key sociological perspectives to previously learnt topics within Sociology. 
• Describe the different ways sociologists investigate society and evaluate using the PET 
approach.
• Design effective interviews and questionnaires. 
• Evaluate the use of questionnaires, interviews and secondary documents in research.  

Sociological 
theory - 

Functionalis
m. 

Sociological 
theory - 

Feminism.

Sociological 
theory- 
Action 

theories. 

Review and 
consolidate 
the theory 

and 
methods 
learning. 

Review 
content 

from the 
year 1 

course. 

Complete a 
sociology is 
everywhere 

activity. 

Research 
year 2 

topics in the 
news and 

media. 

Pupils will know:
• The key elements of Functionalism with reference to education and 
families. 
• The key elements of Feminism with reference to education and 
families. 
• The key elements of Action theories with reference to education and 
families. 
• Understand how sociology is applied in the media and rest of 
society. 
• The application of theories to real life society. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Describe the key elements of Functionalism and link to previous 
learning. 
• Describe the key elements of Feminism and link to previous 
learning. 
• Describe the key elements of Action theories and link to previous 
learning.  
• Find examples of these theories in the news/ media.
• Identify examples of sociological theories.   Functions of the education system Social class differences Gender differences in education Ethnic differences in education Educational Policies Research Methods Theory and review

Year 12 
Teacher 2

Introduction 
to 

sociological 
concepts.

Functionalist 
theory of the 

education 
system.

Marxist 
theory of the 

education 
system.

Compare and 
contrast 

theories of 
the 

education 
system with 

exam 
practice.

Introduction 
to social class 
differences in 

education.

External 
Factors in 

Social Class

External 
Factors in 

Social Class

Pupils will know:
• Different sociological explanations of the role of the education system.
• Comparisons between the different theories of the role of the education system. 
• Statistics on social class differences in education.
• How external factors may cause social class differences in education.
• Research evidence to support the impact of social class differences in education. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Describe and evaluate different views of the education system.
• Compare and contrast different views of the education system.
• Explain social class trends in the education system using statistics. 
• Describe how external factors may contribute towards social class differences in education. 
• Outline the work of sociologists to support or dispute the impact of external factors. 

Internal 
Factors to 

explain 
social class 
differences 

in 
education.

Internal factors to 
explain social class 

differences in 
education.

Summarisin
g and 

consolidatio
n of the 

social class 
topic, 

creating 
links 

between 
external and 

internal 
factors.

Introduction 
to gender 

differences 
in 

education.

External factors 
explaining female 

achievement.

Internal 
factors to 

explain 
female 

achievemen
t.

Evaluations 
of female 

achievemen
t - Louise 
Archer's 
study on 
working 

class 
females.

Pupils will know:
• How external factors may explain social class differences in education.
•  How internal factors may explain social class differences in education.
•  How external factors such as feminism and changes in employment have caused an increase in female achievement.
•  How internal factors such as opportunities and GCSE's have caused an increase in female achievement.
•  How working class females underachieve and why.

Pupils will be able to:
•  Explain and evaluate sociological explanations of social class differences in educational achievement.
•  Explain and evaluate external and internal factors for female achievement.
•  Analyse reasons for working class female underachievement.
•  Analyse the relationships between external and internal factors.
• Debate the causes of gender differences in education. 

Internal 
and 

external 
factors to 

explain 
male 

achieveme
nt.

Consolidate 
understand
ing of the 

gender 
differences 

topic.

External 
Factors 

explaining 
ethnic 

differences 
in 

achieveme
nt.

External 
Factors - 
Ethnicity

Recap, 
review, 

consolidate 
and apply. 

Internal 
Factors - 
Ethnicity

Consolidati
on of Ethnic 
Differences 

Topic

Educational 
Policies - 
Tripartite, 

Comprehen
sive and 

Marketisati
on

Pupils will know: 
• A range of internal factors and external factors that explain ethnic differences in 
achievement.
• Explain the relationship between internal and external factors.
• Explain early educational policies.

 Pupils will be able to:
 • Explain and evaluate external reasons for ethnic differences in achievement.
•  Explain and evaluate internal reasons for ethnic differences in achievement.
•  Analyse the relationship between external and internal factors.
•  Explain a range of educational policies over the last century.
•  Explain and evaluate the impact of educational policy.

Educational 
Policies - 

Marketisatio
n and 

Privatisation

Consolidatio
n of 

Educational 
Policies 

topic.

Education 
Consolidatio

n

Introduction 
to research 

methods.
Observations Experiments Methods in 

Context

Pupils will know:
• The education policies introduced by different governments over time. 
•  How sociologists use different types of observations to collect data.
• How sociologists use experiments to collect data.
• The considerations when carrying out research in an educational context.

Pupils will be able to:
• Explain the impact of different educational policies. 
• Explain and evaluate the use of observations in sociological research.
• Design an effective observation. 
• Explain and evaluate the use of experiments in sociological research.
• Apply knowledge of research methods to conducting research in an educational setting. 

Sociological 
theory - 

Marxism. 

Sociological 
theory - 

Postmoder
nism.

Sociological 
theory - 

comparison

Review and 
consolidate 
the theory 

and 
methods 
learning. 

Review 
content 

from the 
year 1 

course. 

Complete a 
sociology is 
everywhere 

activity. 

Research 
year 2 

topics in the 
news and 

media. 

Pupils will know:
• The key elements of Marxism with reference to education and 
families. 
• The key elements of postmodernism with reference to education 
and families. 
•  How to effectively compare the theories in sociology.  
• How to use the research methods in a methods in context questions. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Describe the key elements of Marxism and link to previous learning. 
• Describe the key elements of Postmodernism and link to previous 
learning. 
• Compare and contrast the different theories in sociology. 
• Select a relevant research methods to investigate education. 
• Complete a review of sociology in the media.  

Theories of religion Social change Secularisation Postmodernism Religion in a global context.  Religious organisation and participation Science and ideology Sociological Theory

Year 13 
Teacher 1

Introduction 
to beliefs and 
definitions of 

religion. 

Functionalist 
theories of 

religion. 

Marxist 
theories of 

religion. 

 Feminist 
theories of 

religion.

Religion as 
conservative 

force. 

Religion and 
social 

change. 

Religion and 
social change 
according to 

Marxism. 

Pupils will know:
•The key sociological perspectives on religion. 
•The strengths and weaknesses of key sociological perspectives on religion. 
•The similarities and differences between the key sociological perspectives. 
•Know how religion can act as a conservative force. 
•Know how religion can act as a force for social change. 

Pupils will be able to:
•Describe the key sociological perspectives on religion. 
•Evaluate the key sociological perspectives on religion. 
•Compare the key sociological perspectives on religion. 
•Explain examples of religion acting as a conservative force. 
•Debate whether or not religion is a conservative force or a force for social change. 

Liberation 
theology.

Explanations for 
secularisation 

Explanation
s for 

secularisatio
n 

Postmodern
ism Postmodernism

Secularisatio
n vs 

postmodern
ism

Religion in a 
global 

context.  

Pupils will know:
• What Liberation theology is.
• How religion may be in decline in society. 
• How the nature of religion is changing in a global context.
• The Postmodernist perspective on Religion. 
• The key arguments for secularisation vs postmodernism.

Pupils will be able to:
• Apply Liberation theology as an explanation of religion causing change in society. 
• Explain the effects of the decline of religion on society. 
• Understand why religion is changing in the global world. 
• Evaluate religion in a global context. 
• Debate secularisation vs postmodernism.

Religion in 
a global 
context.  

Religious 
organisatio

n.

Religious 
organisatio

n.

Religious 
participatio

n

Recap, 
review, 

consolidate 
and apply. 

Religious 
participatio

n

Science 
and 

ideology

Science 
and 

ideology

Pupils will know:
• The key types of religious organisations in society. 
• The levels of religious participation in society.
• The differences in religious participation between different groups in society. 
• The two different types of belief systems.
• The definition of an ideology and supporting examples. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Define the key types of religious organisations in society. 
• Apply statistics on the change in religious participation in society. 
• Explain the differences in religious participation amongst different groups in society. 
• Outline and explain with examples the different types of belief systems in society. 
• Apply the definition and examples of an ideology. 

Beliefs 
consolidatio

n 

Is Sociology 
a science? 

Is Sociology 
a science?

Can and 
should 

Sociology be 
value free? 

Sociology 
and Social 

policy

Recap of 
Beliefs in 

society topic.

Recap of 
Beliefs in 

society topic.

Pupils will know:
• The different arguments for and against sociology being a science.
• The supporting arguments for sociology being value free. 
• The key perspectives on sociology and social policy. 
• The similarities and differences between sociological perspectives.
• The key sociological perspectives within the beliefs in society topic. 

Pupils will be able to:
• Evaluate the sociological arguments for and against science being a belief system. 
• Evaluate the arguments for sociology being value free. 
• Explain the key perspective views on sociology and social policy. 
• Compare and contrast sociological views of society.
• Apply the key sociological perspectives within the beliefs in society topic. 

Revision Revision

Theories of Crime Social Groups & Crime Globalisation and Crime Crime Prevention and Control Sociological Theory

Year 13 
Teacher 2

Introduction 
to the topic 
of crime and 

deviance.

Functionalist 
theories of 
crime and 
deviance.

Marxist 
theories of 
crime and 
deviance.

Labelling 
theory of 

crime and 
deviance.

Realist 
theories of 
crime and 
deviance.

Postmoderni
st theories of 

crime. 
Compare 
different 

theories of 
crime.

Crime 
statistics and 

their 
accuracy.

Pupils will know:
• Functionalist explanations of crime and deviance.
• Marxist explanations of crime and deviance.
• Labelling Theory's explanation of crime and deviance.
• Realist explanations of crime and deviance.
• Postmodernist explanations of crime and deviance.

Pupils will be able to:
• Explain a range of theories of crime.
• Evaluate a range of theories of crime.
• Compare and contrast different theories of crime.
• Evaluate crime statistics as a reliable source of crime information.

Ethnic 
differences 

in crime and 
the left 
realism 

explanation 
of it.

The Neo-Marxist view of 
ethnic differences in 
crime and deviance.

Gender 
differences 

in crime and 
deviance.

Gender 
differences 

in Crime 
and 

Deviance.

White Collar and 
Corporate Crime - 

Social Class 
differences.

Social Class 
Differences 

in crime and 
deviance.

Consolidatio
n of the 

social 
groups 

topic.

Pupils will know:
• How crime statistics are collected.
• How ethnicity affects crime and deviance patterns.
•  How crime rates are affected by gender.
• How sociologists explain social class differences in sociology. 
• How white collar and corporate crimes are less detected.

Pupils will be able to:
•  Explain and evaluate the usage of official crime statistics.
• Explain and evaluate sociological explanations of ethnic differences in 
crime.
• Explain and evaluate sociological explanations of gender differences in 
crime.
• Explain what white collar and corporate crimes are. 
• Explain and evaluate sociological explanations of social class 
differences in crime.

Globalisatio
n and its 
impact 

upon crime.

Green 
Crime. State Crime The Media 

and Crime.

Recap, 
review, 

consolidate 
and apply. 

The Media 
and Crime.

Consolidati
on of 

Globalisatio
n topic.

Aims of the 
CJS and 
Crime 

Prevention 
Strategies.

Pupils will know:
• How globalisation has led to new types of crime.
• How globalisation has increased crime rates.
• How green crimes have increased and why they go unpunished.
• How state crimes happen and why they go unpunished.
• How the media may lead to crime.

Pupils will be able to:
• Explain the effects of globalisation on crime.
• Explain different types of green crime and how globalisation has increased it.
• Explain and evaluate the impact of state crimes.
• Evaluate the role of the media in crime and deviance.
• Debate whether globalisation has increased crime patterns.

Sociological 
explanations 

of 
punishment 

and 
Victimology.

Victimology 
and 

consolidatio
n of the 
crime 

prevention 
topic.

Crime 
consolidatio

n.

Theory - 
Functionalis

m and 
Marxism

Theory - 
Feminism & 
Postmoderni

sm 

Theory - 
Action 

Theories
Revision

Pupils will know:
• How sociologists argue crime can be prevented.
• Sociological explanations of punishment.
•  Sociological explanations of victimology patterns.
• How different sociological perspectives view society.
• How sociological perspectives are similar/different to one another.

Pupils will be able to:
•  Explain and Evaluate crime prevention theories.
•  Explain and evaluate punishment theories.
•  Evaluate victimology patterns.
• Explain and evaluate sociological perspectives and their views on society.
• Compare and contrast sociological views of society.

Revision Revision


