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John 14:15-21

“If you love me, show it by doing what I've
told you. I will talk to the Father, and he’ll
provide you another Friend so that you will
always have someone with you. This Friend
is the Spirit of Truth. The godless world can'’t
take him in because it doesn’t have eyes
fo see him, doesn’t know what to look for.
But you know him already because he has
been staying with you, and will even be in
you!

“I will not leave you orphaned. I'm coming
back. In just a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you're going to see me
because | am alive and you're about fo
come dlive. At that moment you will know
absolutely that I'm in my Father, and
you're inme, and I'm in you.

“The person who knows my
commandments and keeps them, that's
who loves me. And the person who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and | will
love him and make myself plain to him.”

Throughout the time that Jesus spent with
his disciples he always told them to love alll
those around them as a sign of their love
of him. In Our gospel this week he warns
them that there is no guarantee that they

will be loved in return. If they hated such a
loving person as Jesus so bitterly, his
disciples cannot expect to be treated
differently.

And the reason they will be hated is
because they will refuse to identify
themselves with the values and priorities of
the world. They will reject materialistic
greed and competitiveness, the scramble
for status and power, the hatred, anger,
violence and revenge which mark so
many people’s lives.

Loving Lord, help me to choose wisely and
to choose the right way.

Give me your guidance, help me not
necessarily to choose what | want to do,
but what you want me to do.

Amen.



