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All welcome!

The Grand Final of SJP�s Got Talent 2009 took place just before the half-term break. A packed audience from across the school were 
treated to an amazing line up of acts � including musicians, singers, dancers and magicians. The standard was incredibly high, with 
polished and professional performances across the board. The eager crowd, working alongside a motley crew of judges, had the 
difficult task of deciding the winning acts. Check out the highlights from the show, as well as some behind-the-scenes insights on our    

website. Congratulations to singer-songwriter Ellie Smith who wowed the audience and was the overall winner, but well done also to 
all the brilliant performers � you did us all proud!

�The Times� Spelling Bee.

�The Times� newspaper are organising the UK�s first national 
Spelling Bee Championship. The championship starts in March  
when we will go head-to-head in live local knockout heats. If our 
SJP team is successful, we�ll then progress to the Regional Finals in 
May. The climax will be a Grand Final held in June 2009. This will be 
a high-profile event featured in The Times newspaper and on 
Times online. 

Our squad was picked after a number of gruelling spelling tests in 
English lessons followed by a head to head show down for a 
place in the final team list. The lucky 
finalists are: Nathan Stanley 7OR, Vanessa Taylor 7TL, Rachel Evans 
7MK and Nicole Heffernan 7MK. 

Students have now begun training in preparation for the local 
heats in March. We wish them all the very best of luck and know 

that they will be excellent ambassadors for  SJP.

The Season of Lent begins 
on Ash Wednesday, 25th

February. Lent prepares us to        
walk with Jesus to the events   
of the Cross and to the joy of    
Easter, and is traditionally a   
time where the Christian 
community prays that little bit  
more, fasts from the excesses of 
life, and supports charity through 
almsgiving. 

This week�s theme of forgiveness is one of the key messages of 
Lent. Even on the Cross, Jesus showed real compassion, praying 
words of forgiveness for those who had put him to death. God is 
forgiving: he loves us and wants us to be close to him, even 
when we mess up. 

So this week we can begin Lent by thinking about the things we 
need to say sorry for, the people that we need to ask forgiveness 
from, and the people that we need to make peace with.

God of forgiveness,
we sometimes get things wrong
and hurt others by our thoughts,
our words and our actions.
At other times we are hurt by the way we are treated.
As Lent begins, you call us to put right anything that is wrong
and to forgive others too.
Help us, Lord, to make things better.

Amen.
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It is Official�SJP Has Got Talent!!
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