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Prime Minister and Ed Balls praise Headteachers from across the country at No. 10 reception 
Gordon Brown and Ed Balls today met Headteachers from across the country to congratulate them for their hard work, dedication and commitment to improving education for pupils at both primary and secondary level.  

150 Headteachers were invited to No. 10 to meet with the Prime Minister and Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families in recognition of their innovative approaches to education and their commitment to raising achievement in their schools.
Prime Minister Gordon Brown said:

“These Headteachers have been pivotal to driving up standards and fostering a positive environment for learning in their schools, often in challenging circumstances. They represent the crème de la crème of Head Teachers and are a real credit to their schools and the local communities they serve.

"Their commitment is truly commendable and I am proud to celebrate their success in Downing Street. As we develop chains of schools run by some of the best heads even more pupils will benefit from the experience of such outstanding professionals."

Ed Balls said:
“Headteachers are key to driving up standards and ensuring that pupils have the best opportunities to fulfil their potential and leave school with the best possible achievements.

“These schools, and everyone associated with them, should be very proud of themselves. The teachers, parents and pupils have worked incredibly hard and I would like to thank everyone involved in improving standards at these schools.  
“Many of these schools have improved despite facing challenging circumstances and it is important to recognise the drive and determination of Headteachers in raising achievement. 

“In the last decade we have seen a transformation in school standards and we are committed to maintaining our focus to make sure that every child is given the best start in life. Every parent wants to their child to go to a good school where they can reach their full potential and we know good leaders are vital to make this happen.”

The reception takes place on the day that the Children, Schools and Families Bill, has its second reading in the House of Commons.  The Bill contains guarantees to improve the schools system including one-to-one tuition for children falling behind, school report cards to give parents more information on the performance of local schools, tough home-school agreements to enforce good discipline and better alternative provision for excluded children.

Ed Balls added:

“This Bill will make a reality of our vision for a 21st Century school system – bringing a new level of parental engagement and responsibility, and giving schools the freedoms and high quality teachers they need to help them deliver for pupils and parents. It backs our teachers and head teachers and will ensure that every parent has a good local school.”

The Headteachers invited to attend represent schools from across the country:

	
	School name
	Local Authority 

	North East
	
	

	
	Brighton Avenue Primary School
	Gateshead

	
	Collingwood Primary School
	North Tyneside

	
	Shotton Hall School
	Durham

	
	St John's Church of England Aided Primary School, Shildon
	Durham

	
	St Mary's Catholic Comprehensive School
	Newcastle upon Tyne

	
	St Patrick's RC Comprehensive School
	Stockton on Tees

	
	Tanfield School, Specialist College of Science and Engineering
	Durham

	
	Thomas Hepburn Community Comprehensive School
	Gateshead

	
	
	

	
	
	

	North West
	
	

	
	Birchwood Community High School
	Warrington

	
	Bowland High
	Lancashire

	
	Broadhurst Primary School
	Manchester

	
	Brookfield Community Primary School
	Lancashire

	
	Cartmel Priory CofE School
	Cumbria

	
	De La Salle Humanities College
	Liverpool

	
	Fleetwood Charles Saer Community Primary School
	Lancashire

	
	Garstang High School : A Community Technology College
	Lancashire

	
	Fairfield High School
	Halton

	
	Goodly Dale Primary School
	Cumbria

	
	Haydock Sports College
	St Helens

	
	Heywood Community High School
	Rochdale

	
	Lark Hill Community Primary School
	Salford

	
	Lathom High School : A Technology College
	Lancashire

	
	Lostock Hall Community High School and Arts College
	Lancashire

	
	Mount St Joseph: Business and Enterprise College
	Bolton

	
	Netherton Moss Primary School
	Sefton

	
	Newall Green High School
	Manchester

	
	Palacefields Primary School
	Halton

	
	Pleasant Street Primary School
	Liverpool

	
	Rose Bridge High School
	Wigan

	
	Simms Cross Primary School
	Halton

	
	St Ambrose Barlow Catholic College
	Sefton

	
	St John Plessington Catholic College
	Wirral

	
	St Peter's CofE Primary School
	Lancashire

	
	St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School
	Salford

	
	St Thomas's CofE Primary School
	Cumbria

	
	The Bankfield School
	Halton

	
	The County High School Leftwich
	Cheshire

	
	Wellacre Technology College
	Trafford

	
	West Derby School
	Liverpool

	
	Woodside Primary School
	Halton

	
	Worsbrough Common Primary School
	Barnsley

	
	
	

	Yorkshire & Humber
	
	

	
	Atlas Community Primary School
	Bradford

	
	Castleford High School Technology and Sports College
	Wakefield

	
	Canklow Woods Primary School
	Rotherham

	
	Feversham College
	Bradford

	
	Greengates Primary School
	Bradford

	
	Heather Garth Primary School
	Barnsley

	
	Hipperholme and Lightcliffe High School and Sports College
	Calderdale

	
	John Smeaton Community College
	Leeds

	
	Knottingley Ferrybridge Roundhill Junior School
	Wakefield

	
	Milefield Primary School
	Barnsley

	
	Princeville Primary School
	Bradford

	
	Wakefield City High School - A Specialist Maths and Computing College
	Wakefield

	
	Wales Primary School
	Rotherham

	
	Thornhill Primary School
	Rotherham

	
	Thrybergh Comprehensive School
	Rotherham

	
	
	

	
	
	

	West Midlands
	
	

	
	All Saints CofE Primary School and Nursery, Nuneaton
	Warwickshire

	
	Cardinal Wiseman Catholic Technology College
	Birmingham

	
	Charter Primary School
	Coventry

	
	Cheadle High School
	Staffordshire

	
	Chesterton Community Sports College
	Staffordshire

	
	Christ Church CofE Controlled Primary School and Nursery
	Birmingham

	
	Coundon Court School and Community College
	Coventry

	
	Heath Park Business and Enterprise College
	Wolverhampton

	
	Hempstalls Primary School
	Staffordshire

	
	King Edward VI High School
	Staffordshire

	
	Moreton Community School
	Wolverhampton

	
	Rushall Junior Mixed and Infant School
	Walsall

	
	Silkmore Community Primary School
	Staffordshire

	
	Smestow School
	Wolverhampton

	
	St John's CofE (A) Primary School
	Stoke on Trent

	
	St Werburgh's CofE (A) Primary School
	Staffordshire

	
	Summerhill Primary School
	Sandwell

	
	The Avon Valley School and Performing Arts College
	Warwickshire

	
	The Ellowes Hall Sports College
	Dudley

	
	Walford Primary School
	Herefordshire

	
	Whitgreave Junior School
	Wolverhampton

	
	
	

	
	
	

	East Midlands
	
	

	
	Becket Primary School
	Derby City

	
	Cordeaux School
	Lincolnshire

	
	Eyres Monsell Primary School
	Leicester City

	
	Forest Town Primary School
	Nottinghamshire

	
	Gleed Boys' School
	Lincolnshire

	
	Granville Community School
	Derbyshire

	
	Langold Dyscarr Community School
	Nottinghamshire

	
	Lees Brook Community Sports College
	Derby City

	
	Newbold Verdon Primary School and Community Centre
	Leicestershire

	
	Sutton St James Community Primary School
	Lincolnshire

	
	The Mablethorpe Tennyson High School
	Lincolnshire

	
	The St Guthlac School
	Lincolnshire

	
	Tollbar Business and Enterprise College
	North East Lincolnshire

	
	
	

	East of England 
	
	

	
	Birchwood High School
	Hertfordshire

	
	Bushey Meads School
	Hertfordshire

	
	Challney High School for Boys and Community College
	Luton

	
	Chelmer Valley High School
	Essex

	
	Colville Primary School
	Cambridgeshire

	
	Fairstead Community Primary School
	Norfolk

	
	Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School
	Hertfordshire

	
	Saint Michael's Catholic High School
	Hertfordshire

	
	Swavesey Village College
	Cambridgeshire

	
	
	

	
	
	

	South West 
	
	

	
	Bank Leaze Primary School
	City of Bristol

	
	Broad Chalke CofE Primary School
	Wiltshire

	
	Delabole Community Primary School
	Cornwall

	
	Roche Community Primary School
	Cornwall

	
	St Joseph's Catholic School
	Wiltshire

	
	St Nicholas of Tolentine Catholic Primary School
	City of Bristol

	
	Tiverton High School
	Devon

	
	Uffculme School
	Devon

	
	Winkleigh Community Primary School
	Devon

	
	
	

	South East
	
	

	
	Ashford Hill Primary School
	Hampshire

	
	Beenham Primary School
	West Berkshire

	
	Brede Primary School
	East Sussex

	
	Castlefield School
	Buckinghamshire

	
	Esher CofE High School
	Surrey

	
	Millpond Primary School
	City of Bristol

	
	Royal Alexandra and Albert School
	Surrey

	
	St Edmund's Catholic School
	Portsmouth

	
	St Saviour's Church of England Junior School
	Kent

	
	The Holme Church of England Controlled Primary School
	Hampshire

	
	Upper Shirley High School
	Southampton

	
	
	

	
	
	

	London
	
	

	
	Bishop Thomas Grant Catholic Secondary School
	Lambeth

	
	BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology
	Croydon

	
	Cardwell Primary School
	Greenwich

	
	Cator Park School
	Bromley

	
	Central Foundation Boys' School
	Islington

	
	Christ Church, Erith,CofE VA Primary School
	Bexley

	
	Clerkenwell Parochial CofE Primary School
	Islington

	
	Curwen Primary and Nursery School
	Newham

	
	Earlham Primary School
	Haringey

	
	Eglinton Primary School
	Greenwich

	
	Elm Wood School
	Lambeth

	
	Gifford Primary School
	Ealing

	
	Greenshaw High School
	Sutton

	
	Greig City Academy
	Haringey

	
	Heronsgate Primary School
	Greenwich

	
	Hither Green Primary School
	Lewisham

	
	John Donne Primary School
	Southwark

	
	Langdon Park Community School
	Tower Hamlets

	
	Lea Valley High School
	Enfield

	
	Loxford School of Science and Technology
	Redbridge

	
	Nightingale Primary School
	Hackney

	
	Olga Primary School
	Tower Hamlets

	
	Phoenix High School
	Hammersmith and Fulham

	
	Pilgrims' Way Primary School
	Southwark

	
	Queens Park Community School
	Brent

	
	Robert Blair Primary School
	Islington

	
	Southwold Primary School
	Hackney

	
	St George RC School
	City of Westminster

	
	Stockwell Park School
	Lambeth

	
	Thomas More Catholic School
	Croydon

	
	Trinity St Mary's CofE Primary School
	Wandsworth


NOTES TO EDITORS

1.
This list is compiled of those schools with the biggest and sustained improvement in: 
· 5+ GCSEs including English & maths performance between 2005 and 2008 and 
· KS2 pupils reaching level 4+ between 2006 and 2009.

2.  Pool photographs and footage will be available from Downing Street.
 

